Umpire Basics (That Aren’t in the Rule Book!)  Part Two
(Part One discussed pre-game, checking the field and equipment, etc.  Now it’s time to start the game.)

……and you realize you are alone out on the field….no partner.  After a second of panic, your training kicks in.  You remember your chief umpire saying it’s always best to try to find a parent to come out of the stands and help.  (Who knows, the parent may enjoy it and the league has gained another umpire!)  You walk to the backstop and look at the parents in the stands and ask if anyone would like to help umpire the bases.  After a look of shock, most avert their eyes……no WAY will they come out and help.  After a moment of silence, you walk to the other side and ask the same question.  One mom raises her hand and says, “I’ve never done it, but I’ll try!”  

You invite her out onto the field and quickly go over the basic positions and what she should be looking for.  You reach into your pocket and pull out your spare indicator (you were taught to always carry two) and give it to her.  You tell her you will help her as much as possible, and don’t be nervous, it’s fun (Since it’s your first game, you hope you sound sincere).  The mom, Jennifer, takes her position behind first base, and you’re ready to start the game.  

You tell the pitcher one more warm-up, and wait for the catcher to throw it to second, then you turn your back on the pitcher, lean over and wipe off the plate.  You pivot away from the plate, looking for the ball, putting your mask on off to the side, and start moving behind the catcher.  You look over the defense (and Jennifer) making sure everyone is ready, and wave the batter into the batter’s box.  After the batter is set, you point to the pitcher and say, “PLAY!”
The game proceeds smoothly.  Jennifer usually remembers to move to the correct position as the runners move; when she doesn’t, you wave to her and she moves quickly.  You try to NOT visit with her between innings unless you have a specific suggestion.  One inning, when she made a very close call at first (which you thought was correct), you stayed away from her for the whole next inning so no one would think you were discussing the call.  Although the job is pretty hot (you’re glad you remembered to bring a jug of water), you realize that the plate IS the easier job.  
The last batter in the bottom of the sixth inning strikes out and the game is over.  As the two teams are coming to home plate to shake hands, you give your extra baseballs to the two coaches and wait for Jennifer so you can leave the field together.  She’s feeling proud of herself, going the whole game with no controversies, no coaches yelling, etc. (just as most games go, but she doesn’t realize that).  You thank her for her help, and head for the shed to put the gear back.  

It’s dinner time!!
