Did He Go?

You’re the base umpire and the game is going along just fine.  You’re down the first base line with no one on base.  The pitcher throws home and the right-handed batter starts to swing but stops.  The plate umpire says, “No, he didn’t go!  Ball!”  The defensive coach immediately starts instructing his catcher to “Check it……check it.”  

The catcher points down to you, wanting to know if the batter swung.  You know you must not do anything until your partner asks you for help, so you just stand there, waiting.  The plate ump hears and sees all this happening, and is always willing to try to get the call right so she steps back, points to you with her left hand and asks, “Did he go?”

Now it’s your call…..did the batter swing or not?  How do you determine that?  What are you looking for?  What are your guidelines to determine if the batter “offered” at the pitch?  We’ve all heard about batters “breaking their wrists”, but none of us have seen batters in casts after they swing the bat.  You need to decide if the batter’s checked swing was a commitment to try to hit the ball, even if he pulled it back afterwards.  

One rule of thumb has been, “Did the head of the bat cross the foul line?”  (One I used for a long time.)  But what if the batter is back in the box ?  Or up in the box?  When will the bat head cross the line?  It would look different to the base umpire depending on the location of the batter.  

A better method may be to watch if the bat head passes the front hip of the batter.  This will be a consistent look regardless of where the batter is standing, and if the bat head gets out past the front hip, the batter has certainly committed to hit the pitch.  

This method was discussed by members of the training staff and we think it may prove to be a better way to be consistent with your check swing calls.   Try it; see if it works for you.  

Any other suggestions or ideas, send them to Andy Konyar UIC in Williamsport.  They may be printed in “Fair Ball”.

